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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Williams 
(US 41 12944). 

• Regarding claim 1 , Williams teaches a medical holder for assisting in 
operation of puncturing a flexible tube comprising first and second holding 
members (54) (56) that can be engaged with each other and can hold a 
flexible tube (52) between the first and second holding member when they 
are engaged with each other (Figure 8). 

• Regarding claim 2, Williams teaches a curved-surface portion formed to fit 
the tube in an engaging side region of the second holding member (62) 
and a pressing portion (84) in a protrusion shape in the engaging side 
region of the first holding member such that the flexible tube is able to be 
held by being pressed by the curved surface and the pressing portion 
(Figures 7, 8, 9). 

• Regarding claim 3, Williams teaches the first and second members to be 
formed integrally and joined with a bendable hinge portion (58) (Figure 8). 
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• Regarding claim 4, Williams teaches a protrusion (70) formed in at least 
one of the first holding member and second holding member and a recess 
(68) in which the protrusion fits to engage first and second holding 
members (Figures 7-8). 

• Regarding claim 5, Williams teaches the medical holder to further 
comprise a tubular adaptor (80) that is formed so that one end is open 
(82) and the other end (76) can be joined to the hole through which the 
flexible tube is punctured wherein the adaptor is provided with a puncture 
needle (78) (Figures 8-9). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Williams as applied to claim 5 above, and further in view of Lynn (US 51 14400). 

• Regarding claim 6, Williams doesn't teach the hole through which the tube 
is puncture to have a groove and the adaptor to have a protrusion to fit the 
groove. However, Lynn teaches a device for puncturing a tube in which 
the adaptor has a protrusion (110) and the hole has a groove (100) to fit 
the protrusion (Figure 4). It would have been obvious in view of Lynn to 
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provide a groove and protrusion connection in Williams' device in order to 
allow for connection and disconnection of the adaptor. 
5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Williams 
as applied to claim 5 above, and further in view of Kraus et al. (US 6193675). 

• Regarding claim 7, Williams doesn't teach the adaptor formed so that a 
vacuum blood-collecting vessel can be inserted and a second puncture 
needle for puncturing the vessel to be attached to the adaptor in 
communication with the puncture needle. However, Kraus teaches a 
device for puncturing a tube in which a vacuum blood collecting vessel 
can be inserted (62) and a second puncture needle (54) for puncturing the 
vessel is attached inside the adaptor in communication with a puncture 
needle (52) (Figure 2B, 2C). It would have been obvious in view of Kraus 
to enable a vacuum blood-collecting vessel to be attached to the adaptor 
in Williams' device in order to enable the device to take samples as well 
as deliver substances. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RENEE DANEGA whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3639. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 
7:30-5:00 eastern time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Max Hindenburg can be reached on (571) 272-4726. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

RAD 

/Max Hindenburg/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3736 



